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St Peter’s Church, Elworth  
www.stpeters-elworth.org.uk 
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We are committed in love to worshipping God: 
 

•  By procla iming the Gospel  in  word  and act ion 

•  By encouraging growth 

•  By serv ing others 

•  By leading people into  a  personal  re lat ionship  with  Jesus. 

Articles for the February / March 2026 edition need to be submitted no later than  

Monday 12th January 2026. 
 

Prompt submissions by this date are requested via email to editor@stpeters-

elworth.org.uk.  

Thank you. 

Vision statement 

Welcome to the December 2025 / January 2026 edition of Speak magazine. 

 

Well this year has just flown and here we are again getting ready to celebrate 

Christmas.  

 

We have a very touching article in this edition, from The Diane Oxberry Trust and 

a fantastic update about Operation Christmas Child.  You will also find the dates 

for services over the next few weeks on page 7.  Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year! 
 

Bethany Jones 

Contact 

Magazine deadline 

Vicar: 

Revd Harry Frost       vicar@stpeters-elworth.org.uk 
 

Children and Families Outreach: 

Cathryn Houghton      children-family@stpeters-elworth.org.uk 
 

Church Office: 

01270 766557       office@stpeters-elworth.org.uk 

Welcome 
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Harry Reflects… 

And who would have dreamed or ever foreseen 

That we could hold God in our hands? 

The Giver of Life is born in the night 

Revealing God's glorious plan 

To save the world 

 

Who Would Have Dreamed by Sovereign Grace Music  
 
As we approach the advent season I will once again be listening to one of my    

favourite songs, Who Would Have Dreamed by Sovereign Grace Music.  It has  

become a favourite of mine because I think, in both the music and the words, it 

captures the wonderous moment of the incarnation.  Perhaps the familiarity of  

Christmas and the busyness it brings makes it easy to forget that we are            

celebrating the most incredible moment in human history. 

 

The gospel of John captures this brilliantly in Chapter 1, Verse 14 “The Word      

became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 

of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 

At Christmas we remember that the divine Son of God, the second person of the 

trinity, took on flesh and became incarnate as the Lord Jesus.  Consider this for a 

moment, that ordinary human beings held God.  The almighty, creator, sustainer 

of the universe was held as a baby.  It is an earth-shattering moment to consider 

that people spoke with God face to face, walked with God and saw all that Jesus, 

fully human and fully God, did.   

 

Christmas for all of us will be a bit different, for some it will be busy and joyful, for 

others it will quiet and lonely for some there may be much sadness, for others it is 

a mixture of all of this and more. But in the midst of your Christmas, I pray that at 

some point you will have a moment to pause, to wonder again, to marvel at this 

indescribable moment in human history, the Word made Flesh. 

 

Harry 
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Christmas Card 

As a Church family we have over several years had a church ‘Christmas 

Card’ which gives us all the opportunity to write a Christmas Message or 

New Year greeting to one another as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
 

The ‘Christmas Card’ will be in the Church Hall Foyer from Sunday 7th     

December until Sunday 4th January for you to write your message, also the 

opportunity to give a donation (maybe in lieu of individual card costs) to a 

very worthy cause. 

 

“The Dianne Oxberry Trust” 

 

A charity set up following the death from ovarian cancer of the 

North West Tonight presenter, Dianne Oxberry. 
 

There is no obligation to donate though, please share your Christmas    

messages. 
 

Wishing you all a peaceful and joy filled Christmas 
 

With love Michelle Walker and Fuyin Small Group 
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The Dianne Oxberry Trust 
A message from The Dianne Oxberry Trust 
 

I was honoured to meet Susan Podhorodecka at 

our Christmas supporters' event in December 

2023. She was an inspiring lady — someone who 

left a lasting impression on everyone who knew 

her. 

 

Stash and the whole family supported Susan’s commitment to              

The Dianne Oxberry Trust.  Dan and Kasia both ran marathons and        

together raised an impressive £3,441 for the charity. 

 

Susan supported us in life and in death, with a further £2,027 donated in 

her memory.  This tremendous amount is a true reflection of the love and 

high regard in which she was held. 

 

All the money raised will go towards the next phase of our Spread the 

Word campaign, launching in early 2026.  This campaign will support the 

development of materials that raise awareness of ovarian cancer      

symptoms.  Thanks to Susan’s legacy, we will be able to reach more 

women — helping to educate them about the symptoms and what to 

watch out for, ultimately leading to more women receiving an earlier      

diagnosis. 

 

It was the charity’s pleasure to donate a Florida Sunset rose to be planted 

in Susan’s memory within the gardens of St Peter’s.  The rose — launched 

in memory of Dianne and named after a special island on the Gulf Coast 

of Florida that Dianne fell in love with — now blooms for another lovely 

lady and is appropriately placed in the church grounds, a place close to 

Susan’s heart. 

 

Our sincere thanks go to Stash, the whole family, and the St Peter’s     

congregation for their support. 

 

Sylvia Pearl 

On behalf of The Dianne Oxberry Trust  



6 

 

C
h

r
is

t
m

a
s

 
St Peter’s Church, Elworth 

 
Wednesday 10th December, 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Christmas Lego Church in the Church Hall 

 

 

——————————— 

 

 

Sunday 21st December, 6.00pm 

Carol Service in Church 

 

 

——————————— 

 
 

Christmas Eve, 4.00pm 

Crib Service in the Church Hall 

 

 

——————————— 

 

 

Christmas Eve, 11.00pm 

Midnight Communion in Church 

 

 

——————————— 

 

 

Christmas Day, 10.00am 

All Age Christmas Communion 

In the Church hall 

 

 

——————————— 

 

Sunday 1st February, 10.30am 

Christingle 
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Services for December and January 

 

9.00am 

St Peter’s 

Church 

10.30am 

St Peter’s 

Church Hall 

6.00pm 

St Peter’s 

Church 

7th 

December 
No 

Service 

Morning 

Worship 

Holy 

Communion 

14th 

December 
Holy 

Communion 

All Age 

Worship 

Evening 

Prayer 

21st 

December 
Holy 

Communion 

No 

Service 

Carol 

Service 

28th 

December 
No 

Service 

All Age 

Worship 

No 

Service 

4th 

January 
No 

Service 

All Age 

Worship 

Evening 

Prayer 

11th 

January 
Holy 

Communion 

Confirmation Service 

with Communion 

Evening 

Prayer 

18th 

January 
No 

Service 

Morning 

Worship 

Evening 

Prayer 

25th 

January 
Holy 

Communion 

Morning 

Worship 

Evening 

Prayer 

During the winter months, when no service at 

9:00am, the Church will not be open. 
 

However, the prayer room in the Church Hall 

will be available, you would be most           

welcome. 

Sunday 7th, 28th December 

 

Sunday 4th, 18th January 
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Operation Christmas Child 2025 

An enormous thank you to everyone for their support in this year’s        

campaign.  It is wonderful to share that we collected 116 gift filled       

shoeboxes.  Donations came from many sources across the Elworth      

community including St. Peter’s Church family, Elworth C.E. Primary School 

and Elworth Methodist Church.  With all the individual donations that have 

been collected over the past weeks we were able to pack 13 boxes so well 

done and thank you. 

 

The shoeboxes were taken to Congleton New Life Church where they were 

collected and transported to the Operation Christmas Child warehouse in 

Coventry which is a processing centre run by the charity Samaritan's Purse. 

The processing centre is a crucial part of the annual operation, receiving 

the shoeboxes and getting them ready to be sent to their final                 

destinations.  Please continue to pray for the safe travel and distribution of 

these shoeboxes.  We lift up all those involved in the vast task of            

organising transportation, and we pray for the missionary partners around 

the world who will share the love of Jesus Christ through these gifts. 

 

For any further information please contact Denise Shone via the Church 

Office or take a look at Operation Christmas Child | Samaritans Purse. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.samaritans-purse.org.uk%2Fwhat-we-do%2Foperation-christmas-child&data=05%7C02%7C%7C44ba6fcc09a1434947be08de27a65aaa%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638991792618176315%7CUnknow


9 

 

Safeguarding Sunday 
Safeguarding Sunday is observed in November each year and churches across 

the UK take part in it.  It is a reminder that as a church we have a duty to ‘Speak 

up for those who cannot speak for themselves’ (Proverbs 31:8) ensuring that    

everyone feels welcome and safe at services, events and activities within the 

church. 

 

Safeguarding is about building a healthy culture within our church that              

encourages honesty and openness, where every individual is respected, valued 

and nurtured, where each individual is allowed to ask questions, disagree in a 

safe, respectful manner and where leaders are nurturing and nurtured. 

 

Safeguarding practice should be embedded in every part of an organisation, in 

every    activity and for all age groups.  As a part of this there will now be a ‘Safer 

Recruitment’ process for all new volunteers.  This means that someone who 

would like to volunteer for a role will be asked to complete a simple application 

form and provide two referees.  If appropriate a DBS (Disclosure and Barring   

Service) check may also be undertaken and the volunteer will be expected to do 

some Safeguarding training (usually online).  It is imperative that this should not 

be off-putting for anyone who wants to volunteer – St Peter’s needs people to fill 

roles which serve the church community! 

 

Everyone at St. Peter’s is asked to be vigilant with respect to safeguarding       

concerns, however insignificant they may seem, so that together we can show 

that we are committed to recognising that safeguarding is central to our faith.  

 

Harry, Cathryn and myself recognise the importance of our roles and ask that you 

would keep us in your prayers as we seek to carry it out to the best of our ability. 

 

Helen Jones – Safeguarding Lead for St Peter’s 

Contact Details: 

 

Parish Safeguarding Officer   safeguarding@stpeters-elworth.org.uk 

 

Harry Frost (Vicar)        07456 650454 

 

Diocesan Safeguarding Team  01928 718834 ext 259 

 

Diocesan Out of Hours      0303 003 1111  
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Do your shopping online and raise funds for St Peter's! 

 

Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk and select ‘St Peter's Church, 

Elworth’ as your favourite cause. 

 

It’s that simple! 

Help us 

From the registers
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We join in sadness with the family of the late: 

 
Bridget Finlow 

 

Shun Shan Lau 

Whilst every care has been taken in the compilation of this magazine, we cannot 

guarantee that inaccuracies will not occur.  The Editors are responsible for       

content selection and reserve the right to amend articles and withhold items as 

deemed  necessary.  Articles submitted after the deadline date may not be       

included in that edition of the magazine and the Editors’ decision is final.  Should 

you have any concerns regarding the content in the magazine or wish to submit 

an article for inclusion, please contact us by phoning the Church Office on          

01270 766557 or email editor@stpeters-elworth.org.uk. 

 
 

Bethany Jones and the Church Office, Editors 
 

 

St Peter’s PCC, Elworth - Registered Charity Number 1130803 

From the registers 

Editorial Disclaimer 
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Search for: 

 

‘St Peter’s Church Elworth’ 

 
on YouTube 

 

Search for: 

‘St Peter’s Church, Elworth’  

on Facebook 

 

Search for: 

 
‘stpeterselworth’ 

 
and 

 
‘stpeterselworthyouth’ 

 

on Instagram 

Fol low us. . .  

https://developers.google.com/youtube/terms/branding-guidelines

