
    Sunday Service
                                                  Sunday 2nd May 2021

                The Fifth Sunday of Easter

                      Dangerous Faith (3)
  “God’s temple is not built with human hands”
            Acts 6 : 8 – 15 and 7 : 44 – 8 : 1
                                              

Introduction
Welcome to St Peter’s this morning as we come to the third part in our series looking at The Book of Acts in the Bible. 

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life: grant us, by your Holy Spirit, to bring our 
prayers, praise and actions to you in our worship today and at all times.  Give us joy in our hearts as we share in your 
risen life.  For the glory of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour.  Amen.

Bible reading
8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people.  
9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called) – Jews of Cyrene and 
Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia – who began to argue with Stephen.  10 But they could not stand up
against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke.
11 Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, ‘We have heard Stephen speak blasphemous words against Moses 
and against God.’
12 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law.  They seized Stephen and brought him before
the Sanhedrin.  13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, ‘This fellow never stops speaking against this holy place 
and against the law.  14 For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the    
customs Moses handed down to us.’
15 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face was like the face of an   
angel.
44 ‘Our ancestors had the tabernacle of the covenant law with them in the wilderness.  It had been made as God directed
Moses, according to the pattern he had seen.  45 After receiving the tabernacle, our ancestors under Joshua brought it 
with them when they took the land from the nations God drove out before them. It remained in the land until the time 
of David, 46 who enjoyed God’s favour and asked that he might provide a dwelling-place for the God of Jacob.  47 But it 
was Solomon who built a house for him.
48 ‘However, the Most High does not live in houses made by human hands.  As the prophet says:
49 “’Heaven is my throne,
    and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me?
says the Lord.
    Or where will my resting place be?
50 Has not my hand made all these things?’
51 “You stiff-necked people!  Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised.  You are just like your ancestors: you always 
resist the Holy Spirit!  52 Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute?  They even killed those who        
predicted the coming of the Righteous One.  And now you have betrayed and murdered him – 53 you who have received 
the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it.”

The stoning of Stephen
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him.  55 But Stephen, full
of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  56 ‘Look,’ 
he said, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the 
city and began to stone him.  Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’  60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out,
‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’  When he had said this, he fell asleep.
81 And Saul approved of their killing him.



The church persecuted and scattered
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered 
throughout Judea and Samaria.

Acts 6 : 8 – 15, 7 : 44 – 8 : 1

Talk : “God’s temple is not built with human hands”

 What got Stephen killed?

 The story of Stephen
- A story of faithful witness in the face of opposition
- A story of the impact of truth
- A story which seemingly results in failure

 God at work
- Not controlled by worldly power
- Active through persecuted faithful witness
- Examples from around the world
- Eternal consequence

“While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’” Acts 7 : 59

Prayers
Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the world and the wonder of your risen life: give us compassion and 
courage to risk ourselves for those we serve.  To the glory of God.  Amen.

Lord Jesus, we cannot contain you, or tame you or put you in a box.  You can surprise us with your call to go and do 
what we least expect.  Help us to look beyond the safe and limited boundaries of our buildings and our preferences, so 
that we may hear your call and share the Good News with all in our community, and to the ends of the earth.  In your 
Name we pray.   Amen.

Blessing
And now may the Father hold us, the Son enliven us and the Holy Spirit guide us to live as your risen people.  And may 
the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon us this Easter time and for ever more.  Amen.

This Service may be accessed from the Church YouTube Channel : 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbK-_QzhYCbTnOpdekn4DXA

or the Church website : http://stpeters-elworth.org.uk/
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