
 

    Sunday Service 

                                                     Sunday 18th April 2021 

                The Third Sunday of Easter 
 

                      Dangerous Faith (1) 

           “And his door was always open” 

     Acts 28 : 23 - 31 

                                                     
 

 

Introduction 

Welcome to St Peter’s this morning as we start a new series looking at The Book of Acts in the Bible.  
  

What would you do if your faith put you in danger? 
 

For millions of Christians around the world, following Jesus means persecution.  At the least it means facing abuse and 

discrimination.  For many it means more than this; loss of jobs, worshipping in hiding, fear of arrest, imprisonment, 

torture and even death.  As we see in the Book of Acts, this has always been the case, and it is still the same today.  

Across the world, Christians are being persecuted but still the Kingdom of God is growing because God’s love is stronger, 

deeper and greater than any worldly power or evil spiritual force.  Let us then journey through the Book of Acts with the 

persecuted church, and see why our faith in Jesus is a “dangerous faith”. 
 

Let us pray, 

 

Opening Prayer 

Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope in the face of persecution and fear.  Lord, through 

your Holy Spirit, strengthen us in our prayers, praises and daily living to proclaim your risen life; and fill us, Lord, with 

your peace.  In the Name of Jesus, our rock and our strength, we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

Bible reading 
23 They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came in even larger numbers to the place where he was staying.  He 

witnessed to them from morning till evening, explaining about the kingdom of God, and from the Law of Moses and 

from the Prophets he tried to persuade them about Jesus.  24 Some were convinced by what he said, but others would 

not believe.  25 They disagreed among themselves and began to leave after Paul had made this final statement: ‘The Holy 

Spirit spoke the truth to your ancestors when he said through Isaiah the prophet: 
26 ‘Go to this people and say,  

“You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 

    you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.” 
27 For this people’s heart has become calloused; 

    they hardly hear with their ears, 

    and they have closed their eyes. 

Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 

    hear with their ears, 

    understand with their hearts 

and turn, and I would heal them.’ 
28 ‘Therefore I want you to know that God’s salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!’ 

30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him.  31 He          

proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ – with all boldness and without hindrance! 

Acts 28 : 23 - 31 

            

 

Talk :  “And his door was always open” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Prayers 
Holy Spirit, work through us, wherever we are, and whatever we are doing.  Even at times in our lives when we feel 
trapped or confined, we ask for the faith to believe that Jesus is our risen Lord and is active in our lives, equipping us to 
do His will today, tomorrow and for ever more.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, we continue to give thanks for the life of Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.  For the love he showed 
among us and for his devotion to duty.  Dear Lord, be especially close to our Queen, Elizabeth, and members of the 
Royal family, as they continue to mourn his death.  May all who grieve know the hope of your promise, and the comfort 
of your love.  Through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
And now may the Father hold us, the Son enliven us and the Holy Spirit guide us to live as your risen people.  And may 
the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon us this Easter time and for ever more.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

This Service may be accessed from the Church YouTube Channel :  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbK-_QzhYCbTnOpdekn4DXA 

 

or the Church website : http://stpeters-elworth.org.uk/ 
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