
 

   Morning Service 

                                                           2nd April 2021 

                            Good Friday 
 

                      

                         

                           
 

Opening Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that Jesus freely chose to die on the cross so that we may be forgiven.  Help us to 

understand what our sin has led to, and how great your love for us is; so that at all times we may trust Jesus as our 

Saviour, and serve him as our Lord.  In his name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Bible reading 
45From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land.  46About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out 

in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ (which means ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’). 
47When some of those standing there heard this, they said, ‘He’s calling Elijah.’ 
48Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge.  He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus 

to drink.  49The rest said, ‘Now leave him alone.  Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.’ 
50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  The earth shook, the rocks split 52and 

the tombs broke open.  The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.  53They came out of the tombs 

after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 
54When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they 

were terrified, and exclaimed, ‘Surely he was the Son of God!’ 

 

            Matthew 27 : 45 - 54 

 

Talk :  The Cross of Christ  
 

 

Prayer 
On Palm Sunday the crowds worshipped Jesus; on Good Friday they shouted for him to die.  Let us who also worship 
him, confess that we often reject him, and ask for his forgiveness.  Dear Lord, as we recognise that we often shut you 
out of our lives and prefer our proud ways which deny our sin and your love, we pray that you will forgive us and help 
us.  Amen. 
 

Final Prayer 

Lord forgive our empty praise, fill our loveless hearts and restore us to acknowledge that only through your death we 

can have eternal life.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

And now may the love of our Lord Jesus draw us to himself, the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen us in his service, the 

joy of the Lord Jesus fill our hearts: 
 

and the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us all, now and for ever more.  Amen. 

 

 

This Service may be accessed from the Church YouTube Channel :  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbK-_QzhYCbTnOpdekn4DXA 

or the Church website : http://stpeters-elworth.org.uk/ 
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