2020-12-06 John 1v1-9 Live in the Life sermon
Reading: John 1:1-9

Good Morning.

Last week Helen spoke at our Christingle service on ‘Living in the Light’. This week I want to talk about ‘Living in the Life’.
Let’s pray:
Heavenly Father,

Please give us an understanding of today’s Scripture that will enlighten and sustain us.

Amen

Sermon:
People say that a story should have a beginning, middle and an end. Our reading today is about a new beginning, something I think that we all need. But the new beginning in John’s Gospel happened two thousand years ago and two thousand miles away from here, in a small town called Bethlehem. As Micah prophesied,
‘But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come, for me, one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from ancient times.’ (Micah 5:2)
Indeed, John chapter 1 parallels the first, and very ancient, book of the bible. In Genesis chapter 1 we read:
‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and empty.3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.’ (Genesis 1:1-4)
But John’s Gospel changes ‘God’ into ‘the Word’. ‘In the beginning was the Word’
Why does he do that? Well, the Greek for ‘word’ is Logos (Λόγος) but the same word in Greek also means ‘reason’ or ‘cause’. What is John trying to say about God that he gives the Almighty, the Ancient of Days, Mighty Jehovah a new name? 

Before we answer that question, did you ever wonder where God lived after he created the heavens and the earth? I that think most people would say ‘heaven’. Where do we look when we pray? Upwards. And so it’s only natural that the Jews should think of God as a remote deity, too important to be bothered by the trivia of their daily affairs, except on special occasions. And yet it wasn’t always so.

When God created the earth and the beautiful Garden of Eden, he also created Adam, the first man. And God would be in the Garden and he and Adam would talk quite freely. It’s almost as though God created Adam so that He would have someone to talk to, someone with whom He could have a father-son relationship. And God saw that it was good and it seemed that it would last forever. But, you know that fathers and sons can fall out? Sons tend to want to push the boundaries and that’s what happened with Adam. He disobeyed his Father God and the relationship broke down.

How many father-son relationships are broken in the world today? What is the reason for this brokenness? What is the cause of family breakdown? Are these situations broken forever and can they be saved?

Jews and Christians call the falling out between God and Adam the ‘original sin’ of mankind. We believe that, through this first mistake by Adam, a distance came to separate all future generations from God. Through this first mistake, it’s as if God retreated from the earth. Then there came a cascade of bad things that underpin the world we know today: lies, deceit, hatred, guilt, superstition even death.

Did you know that this month is the 40th anniversary of John Lennon’s death? In December 1980, he released his first new single for many years. It was called ‘Starting Over’, and many fans must have hoped that it would be a new start for the ex-Beatle. And ‘starting over’ is also what we might call this part of John’s Gospel.

Two thousand years ago, our God wanted to start again with Adam. But Adam had died long before. In Adams’s place were his descendants who were even more disobedient than Adam and who couldn’t care less because they couldn’t see because a moral darkness had descended on everyone. So, just as in Genesis ‘God said, Let there be light’, so John’s Gospel tells us that God ‘brought a new life into the world and that life was a light’ that would get rid of the darkness.

New life is a wonderful thing to behold. Nothing compares to a new born baby. At St Peter’s, we celebrate New Life. We just love it when a little one comes into the big wide world. And so it was in Bethlehem that December, when God was born as a baby into a world that needed love. 

The Word, the Logos, the new name that John’s Gospel gives to God, is obviously Jesus and therefore Jesus is God. The new beginning is God come into the world which He created in Genesis, not as a remote supernatural deity but as a normal, healthy baby boy, through whom we can once again be reconnected to our Father and can once again be reconnected to each other.

Closing prayer:
Dear Lord, thank you that you love us and that you want to know us. Thank you that, through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, we can all be reconnected to you and that we can enjoy new life and friendships with you and with each other.

Amen
1

